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   Key 
 Licence type  

  
Exemption 

 

What purpose is the 

relevant material being 

stored? 

Diagnosis 

Licence 

required? 
No, this is not a 

scheduled purpose 

Research in connection with 

disorders, or the functioning, of 

the human body 

Yes 

Is it stored for a specific ethically- 

approved research study? 

No 

Licence 

required? 

Licence 

required? 

No Yes 
A Research sector 

licence might be 

required 

 Anatomical examination

 Determining the cause of death

Establishing after a person’s death the

efficacy of any drug or other treatment

administered

 Public display of a person or relevant 
material from a person who died less 
than 100 years ago

A removal licence is also 

required if relevant 

material is to be 

removed from the 

deceased for research 

 Clinical audit

 Education or training relating

to human health

 Performance assessment

 Public health monitoring

 Quality assurance

Licence 

required? 

No if material obtained 

from the living.  

A Post Mortem, 

Anatomy or Public 

display sector licence 

might be required. 

Yes if material 

obtained from the 

deceased.  

Yes 

To qualify for the licensing 

exemption, ethical approval must 

have been sought from a 

‘recognised’ ethics committee. 

More information can be found in 

the HTA’s code of practice on 

research.  
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